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Our vision is for the city of Manchester to 
become a world-class city by the year 2015.  
One of the reasons we want to do this is  
to create neighbourhoods, in which people 
choose to live and work.
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The South Manchester Strategic Regeneration 
Framework (SRF) – ‘The Living City’ – was completed 
and approved in late 2007. This document provides a 
vision, policy and development framework that will 
guide the regeneration for ten wards in south 
Manchester (Burnage, Chorlton, Chorlton Park, 
Didsbury East, Didsbury West, Fallowfield, 
Levenshulme, Old Moat, Whalley Range and 
Withington) over the next ten to 15 years. The 
framework recommended a number of actions, one of 
which was to improve district centres in order to 
support economic growth and to provide high-quality 
retail, leisure and other services to meet the needs of 
the communities.

In April 2008 we appointed GVA Grimley to develop a 
District Centre Action Plan to guide the future 
economic development, investment and regeneration 
of Levenshulme district centre and the surrounding 
neighbourhood. They completed a study of the centre 
in October 2008, which we have based the district 
centre plan on. We consulted the public about our 
plans during February and March 2009. The issues 
highlighted during the research work and consultation, 
along with the plans for Levenshulme district centre in 
the SRF document, form the basis of this plan. 

The Levenshulme District Centre Plan is the first 
district centre plan to be developed in the south 
Manchester area. It is a long-term plan that aims to 
address the current and future development needs of 
the district centre, with a focus on strengthening the 
commercial and neighbourhood qualities of the area, 
looking specifically at the long-term social and 
economic future of Levenshulme. The plan is expected 
to meet the needs of all local interests in Levenshulme.

      

Why do we need a District Centre  
Action Plan?
Our vision is for the city of Manchester to become a 
world-class city by the year 2015. One of the reasons 
we want to do this is so we can create neighbourhoods 
where people choose to live and work. South 
Manchester is regarded as one of the most successful 
and desirable parts of the city. From the vibrant and 
relatively wealthy suburbs of Chorlton and Didsbury to 
the large open space of the Mersey Valley, south 
Manchester is generally considered to be made up of a 
network of successful suburbs focused on attractive 
‘village’ centres. Although there are successful 
neighbourhoods across south Manchester, there is still 
room for improvement through developing each 
neighbourhood’s district centre. 

The district centres are at the centre of the successful 
neighbourhoods strategy for south Manchester. They 
play a major role in making neighbourhoods more 
desirable, encouraging more people to live in and visit 
the area, which supports economic growth. 

To start with, we have picked out five district centres 
for improvement in south Manchester. These are 
Levenshulme (for which the first district centre plan  
is being developed), Chorlton, Didsbury, Fallowfield 
and Withington. 

Levenshulme district centre
Levenshulme is four miles south east of Manchester 
city centre and borders the Longsight, Gorton and 
Burnage neighbourhoods, and Stockport borough.  
It is one of five key district centres supporting south 
Manchester’s residential neighbourhoods. 

Levenshulme has a large, long district centre that 
spans almost the entire length of the neighbourhood. 
The A6 Stockport Road is at its centre. This important 
route connects Manchester city centre with Stockport 
town centre.

Introduction
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Levenshulme is a popular residential location with a 
strong local identity and vibrant mix of cultures. 
Although it has already benefited from previous 
public-sector investment through the SRB3 programme 
(which ran from 1997 to 2004), leading to improvements 
to the appearance and function of the A6 corridor, more 
could be done to improve the district centre. 

The South Manchester Strategic Regeneration 
Framework sets out the following main issues for the 
Levenshulme district centre: 

— The size of the centre is large and long, and 
there are a number of vacant units running 
through it.

—  The centre needs to be strengthened, with a 
focus on the central stretch to create a stronger 
shopping area.

— There is no supermarket. 

— There is a need for better community facilities.

—  The environment and appearance of the centre 
need some investment.

—  The centre is dominated by traffic. The aim is to 
make it safer for pedestrians. 

The main purpose of the District Centre Plan for 
Levenshulme is to:

—  deal with the issues set out in the Strategic 
Regeneration Framework document

—  provide a strong vision and set of aims for the 
long-term development of the centre 

—  set out the ways in which any future investment 
can be used to improve the district centre and 
provide wider social, economic and 
environmental benefits for the community 

—  deal with the development needs of the area in 
a number of ways, focusing on strengthening 
commerce in the area and looking at the 
long-term economic future of Levenshulme in 
terms of shopping facilities, leisure and 
commercial use

—  provide a range of short-term actions we are 
able to carry out, alongside medium and 
long-term goals for the future. 
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Levenshulme has a number of strengths and attributes 
that make it a distinctive and attractive place to live in 
and to visit.

The study of the district centre established the 
following main strengths of this neighbourhood:

— It is popular with families, with a range of larger 
houses available, and house prices that are more 
affordable than in other parts of south 
Manchester.

— Access to Levenshulme from the north and 
south is good due to the A6 Stockport Road, 
along which frequent bus services run to a range 
of destinations. There are also fast and regular 
rail services to Manchester Piccadilly from 
Levenshulme railway station.

— A range of council-provided community 
facilities, including a library, swimming pool and 
sports halls, is within walking distance of the 
district centre.

— There are a number of distinctive period 
buildings, particularly at the southern end of the 
high street, which add character to the local 
area.

— There is a range of independent shops and 
restaurants available in the district centre, 
including antique and furniture shops.

— A total of 56.9% of residents in Levenshulme 
own their own homes, which is higher than the 
Manchester average.

— Levenshulme has a well-educated population, 
with almost a quarter of residents having 
degree-level qualifications or higher.

— According to the Index of Multiple Deprivation, 
the levels of deprivation in Levenshulme fell 
significantly between 2004 and 2007.

Recent developments in Levenshulme
As well as the strengths set out above, there have 
been a number of recent projects and developments  
to improve Levenshulme and the quality of life of its 
residents.

These include:

— Refurbishment work to Levenshulme Library

— Roof replacement work and improvements to 
the inside of Levenshulme swimming pools

— Indoor decoration and squash-court 
improvements at the Arcadia Sports Centre

— Improvements to Greenbank playing fields

— The opening of the Tesco Metro supermarket in 
July 2008, which is encouraging more people to 
shop in Levenshulme

— The Inspire Project, which will involve 
redeveloping Levenshulme United Reformed 
Church to provide a range of community 
facilities and residential accommodation.

Despite these positive characteristics and 
developments, an action plan is needed to improve the 
district centre and to deal with some major challenges. 

 

Levenshulme’s strengths 
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Despite the strengths set out in the previous section, 
Levenshulme’s district centre faces a  number of 
challenges that we need to deal with for it to develop 
commercially and meet the needs of the local 
community in the future.

The study set out the following main challenges for 
Levenshulme:

— Levenshulme’s district centre is very long 
compared to most other centres. The 
percentage of empty retail units in the centre 
(8.1%) is lower than the national average of 10%. 
However, along with a relatively high proportion 
of hot-food takeaways, many of which are 
closed during the day, the empty units give an 
image of decline. The centre needs to be 
strengthened with a focus on the central stretch 
to create a stronger main shopping area. 

— We need to attract more national retail chains 
to the district centre to encourage more people 
to shop there and bring life to the area. 

— We need to protect the local shops and 
businesses in Levenshulme.

— We need to deal with the effect hot-food 
takeaways have had in the district centre.

— We need to deal with the derelict sites that 
make the district centre less attractive.

— We need to improve transport links with nearby 
neighbourhoods.

— We need to encourage the use of cycle routes to 
increase environmentally friendly access to the 
district centre.

— We need to improve the appearance of existing 
buildings and encourage the development of 
high-quality new buildings in the district centre.

— We need to improve the environment and 
appearance of the district centre.

— We need to improve passenger access, 
information, safety and security at Levenshulme 
railway station.

— We need to look at the amount of traffic in the 
centre, as well as parking and loading issues.

— We need to provide services and facilities for 
Levenshulme residents, and promote their use 
to improve the quality of life of local people.

— We need Levenshulme residents to spend more 
in the district centre.

— We need to attract more commercial 
investment to improve the district centre. 

— We need to provide a greater choice of good-
quality housing in the district centre.

 

Main challenges for Levenshulme 
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A number of changes are needed to take advantage of 
Levenshulme’s strengths and deal with the challenges 
faced by the district centre in terms of its future 
development.

The diagram below sets out some of the main factors 
that will make Levenshulme’s district centre more 
competitive and successful. 

These factors help to form a vision that can be used to 
guide the future development and goals of 
Levenshulme.

The vision for Levenshulme 
The vision for Levenshulme is to create a thriving, 
distinctive and commercially attractive district centre 
that offers a range of high-quality retailers and 
community facilities in a safe and attractive 
environment. 

To make sure Levenshulme can be successful, the aim 
is to develop the district centre by:

— encouraging commercial investment, including 
investment from local independent and national 
traders and businesses

— improving the range of shops available, and 
exploring ways to keep the district centre 
distinctive

— supporting the development of better residential 
and leisure facilities

— providing an attractive and desirable shopping 
centre 

— supporting the main aim of reducing 
unemployment

— dealing with Levenshulme as one 
neighbourhood regardless of ward and strategic 
boundaries (the District Centre Plan takes into 
account the needs of the wider community in 
both the Levenshulme and Gorton South wards)

— making it more accessible by using 
environmentally friendly transport and providing 
enough parking for residents and visitors 

— helping to promote Levenshulme as a 
destination.

What can we achieve?
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We will achieve this by:
— developing and promoting a ‘brand’ for 

Levenshulme that includes design guidelines for 
better buildings and public spaces  

— supporting new developments in the district 
centre

— creating detailed plans for crime and safety 
design, transport and accessibility

— encouraging investment to achieve a wide and 
balanced range of uses within the centre

— continuing to invest in, manage and maintain our 
facilities and services in Levenshulme.

The actions we will take to achieve this vision and set of 
aims are set out below. We have agreed these actions 
after consulting local people and businesses, 
community groups and Council representatives to 
make sure that they are realistic and can be carried out. 

We have divided the actions into short-term ones 
(which we are likely to carry out over the next two 
years), medium-term (which we will carry out over the 
next three years), and longer term goals for the future 
development of the district centre after 2012.  

Short-term actions (2009 to 2010) 
— Develop a ‘brand’ for Levenshulme that includes 

design guidance for improvements to public 
areas. 

— Market the Levenshulme brand in partnership 
with traders.

— Develop parking for visitors and shoppers.

— Enforce regulations for managing waste.

— Study traffic flow and traffic management in the 
residential areas next to the district centre.

— Develop proposals to encourage the use of cycle 
routes (including the Rushford Road cycle route) 
to increase access to the district centre. 

— Improve passenger information, safety and 
security at Levenshulme railway station as part 
of Greater Manchester Passenger Transport 
Executive’s (GMPTE) Rail Station Improvement 
Strategy (RSIS) and options to improve access.

— Improve sports and leisure facilities by building 
new pathways and drainage at Greenbank 
playing fields.

— Agree on suitable development at the Elbow 
Street and St Mary’s site.

Medium-term actions (2010 to 2012)
— Find a site for a new library, which may be 

located close to other public services.

— Attract new housing developments to the 
district centre.

— Focus on the priorities of shoppers and visitors 
and take steps to make Levenshulme district 
centre more successful.

— Prepare plans to develop the few empty sites 
owned by us.

— Improve the appearance of the areas people use 
to access the district centre.

— Work with retail partners and landowners to 
develop larger properties within the district 
centre to attract more high street businesses.

— Work with GMPTE to improve existing  
east–west transport links.

Long-term actions (after 2012)
— Work with partners to develop sites we own.

— Deal with land use that does not fit well with 
homes and businesses in the same building or 
next door (for example, commercial activities 
such as loading and unloading).

 



The vision for Levenshulme is to create  
a thriving, distinctive and commercially 
attractive district centre that offers  
a range of high-quality retailers and 
community facilities in a safe and 
attractive environment.



The vision for Levenshulme is to create  
a thriving, distinctive and commercially 
attractive district centre that offers  
a range of high-quality retailers and 
community facilities in a safe and 
attractive environment.



Levenshulme District Centre
Action Plan 2009–2019 16

This section sets out the proposed short, medium and 
long-term actions we and our partners will carry out. 
The action plan sets out how we will deal with the 
challenges established by the study. 

The challenges set out in the report are based on the 
views of the Levenshulme community. We have held 
discussions with stakeholders, focus groups and the 
public. We have also received information from the 
private sector about how realistic future development 
opportunities in the area are. Getting commitment 
from all stakeholders is important for successfully 
carrying out this action plan. 

Many of the actions are likely to be carried out by the 
main organisations responsible for providing public 
services. However, the level of investment in the 
district centre will depend on whether public-sector 
funds are available, although there will also be other 
opportunities to attract private-sector investment 
over the medium to long term. 

To successfully carry out the actions set out in this 
plan, we will need:

— partners to support the plan over its  
ten to 15 years

— more discussion with the public, major 
stakeholders and the private sector

— to make the best use of our resources. 

The tables on the following pages set out:

— how each of the short, medium and long-term 
actions will be carried out 

— the main organisations and partners responsible 
for carrying out each action and the other 
stakeholders that will need to be involved

— how long each action should take to carry out, 
depending on whether it is a short, medium or 
long-term action

— what each action will achieve. 

Action plan 
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Action How we are carrying it out
Resources and main 
organisations involved

Date of 
completion What it will achieve

1 Refurbishing Levenshulme 
Library 

We are completing the 
refurbishment work 

Manchester City Council (MCC) 
Library Services 

2008 to 
2009

The improved library facilities 
will attract more residents (the 
refurbishments were completed  
in January 2009)

2 Replacing the roof and 
improving the inside of 
Levenshulme swimming 
pools

We are replacing roofs and 
improving showers and toilets 
through our maintenance 
programme. Serco (a private 
company working with MCC 
Leisure) are decorating the inside 

MCC Leisure Services 2009 to 2010 Improved leisure facilities  
(this was completed during 2009)

3 Improving the squash court 
and inside of the Arcadia 
Centre

We will carry out improvements 
through our maintenance 
programme 

MCC Leisure Services 2008 to 
2009

Improved sports and leisure facilities 
(the development is already 
completed)

4 Developing new flats and 
community facilities at the 
Levenshulme Inspire Project

We will support the completion 
of the Inspire Project (which 
includes 14 social housing units, 
a community café, offices for the 
ALLFM community radio station, 
a business support centre and 
community space) 

Great Places Housing Group, 
United Reformed Church,  
Big Lottery Fund, MCC, ALLFM 
Radio, Young Adult Advice and 
Support Project (YASP), Bubble 
Enterprises 

End of 
summer 2010

A better choice of housing 
and more community facilities 
in the district centre area

5 Improving shopping 
facilities

Tesco Metro opened in 2008 to 
improve shopping in the area 

Tesco Ltd, MCC, 
local traders

2008 Improved shopping facilities 
in the district centre (Tesco is  
already open) 

What’s happening now around Levenshulme?
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Action How we will carry it out
Resources and key 
organisations

When we 
will have 
carried it out What it will achieve

6 Dealing with the impact of 
hot-food takeaways on the 
district centre

We will carry out environmental 
health inspections 

MCC Environmental Health  
Business Services

2008 to 
2009

Improvements in food hygiene and 
environmental standards in the 
district centre

7 Dealing with derelict sites 
in the district centre

We will work with other 
stakeholders to restore derelict 
sites and improve public areas 
around them

MCC Regeneration 
Planning

End of 
summer 2010

A better choice of housing 
and more community facilities 
in the district centre area

8 Improving food shopping 
by starting a farmers’ 
market in Levenshulme

We will work with partners to 
start a farmers’ market at a 
suitable location in the district 
centre

MCC Regeneration  

Manchester Markets

2009 to 2010 Improved food shopping and an 
increase in the number of visitors  
to the centre

9 Dealing with the parking 
issues that residents and 
traders have

We have carried out detailed 
parking studies and we will do 
more work to move ahead with 
recommendations and parking 
strategies 

MCC Highway Services 

MCC Street Management

MCC Regeneration

2009 to 2010 Improved residential parking in the 
district centre

Fewer parking problems in residential 
streets

10 Encouraging visitors and 
shoppers to use district-
centre parking

We will improve signs and access 
to district-centre parking

MCC Highway Services

Manchester Parking

Local traders’ organisations

Greater Manchester Police

GMPTE

2009 to 2010 Improved use of shoppers’ parking  
in the district centre and a reduction 
in on-street parking

11 Developing a brand for 
Levenshulme that includes 
design guidance for 
improving public areas 

We will develop design guidance 
to improve the quality of public 
areas – we will include this in the 
local development framework 
(LDF)

MCC Regeneration, traders, 
friends and neighbourhood 
groups

2009 to 2010 Improved public areas in the centre 
and better promotion of the centre  
as a lively business place

12 Improving passenger 
safety, security and 
information at 
Levenshulme train station 
as part of GMPTE’s rail 
station improvement 
strategy (RSIS) and look 
into options for improving 
access

We will encourage GMPTE to 
install help points, CCTV and a 
customer information scheme 
(with ‘real-time’ passenger 
information) at Levenshulme 
railway station

GMPTE, Network Rail 2010 Better information and security 
arrangements at the station that will 
help to reduce the need to travel by 
private transport

13 Work including new 
pathways and drainage at 
Greenbank playing fields

We will improve pathways, 
drainage, landscape and 
boundary fencing

MCC Leisure Services 2009 Improved sports and leisure facilities. 

Short-term goals  2009–2010
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Action How we will carry it out
Resources and key 
organisations

When we 
will have 
carried it out What it will achieve

14 Developing plans to 
encourage the use of cycle 
routes (including the 
Rushford Avenue cycle 
route and Park Grove 
railway access) to increase 
access to the district centre 

We will encourage people to use 
existing cycle routes, connecting 
the district centre by giving out 
Manchester cycle maps, 
encouraging people to use 
online Greater Manchester cycle 
maps, improving cycle access 
along Park Grove, including 
using the existing pedestrian 
passageway under the railway

MCC Highway Services

MCC Leisure Services

2009 to 2010 Better access to the district centre 
through cycle routes and increased 
use of cycle routes to access the 
district centre.

15 Improving the 
management of 
commercial waste along 
the A6 corridor

We will make sure that 
businesses have waste contracts 
and will take enforcement 
action if they do not

MCC Street Environment 
Management (SEM)

Campaigns Business Pledge 
Team

Licensing

Greater Manchester Police 

By March 
2010

Our Local Area Agreement (LAA) 
targets, improved satisfaction with 
the neighbourhood, household-waste 
targets, and improvement in our JSIG 
scores, (used to measure the level of 
cleanliness and waste collection of 
different wards).

16 Improving the management 
of household waste in the 
Stockport Road area

We will make sure that residents 
– including those living in 
properties above shops – take 
responsibility for their wheelie 
bins, especially on collection day. 
To make sure they do this and 
that they get rid of bulky items 
in the correct way, we will:

•  visit the area to take a proper 
look at the problem

• produce a leaflet to educate 
people

•  take action if people do not get 
rid of their rubbish properly

MCC Street Environment 
Management (SEM)

Enterprise

Waste and Recycling

Private-sector housing

By March 
2010

Our (LAA) targets, improved 
satisfaction with the neighbourhood, 
household-waste targets, a reduction 
in the number of fly-tipping jobs 
reported to Environment on Call 
(EOC).

17 Making sure that 
businesses along the A6 
corridor take responsibility 
for keeping their shopfronts 
free of litter

We will make sure that 
businesses take responsibility to 
keep their shopfronts free of 
litter, and we will visit the 
relevant area, educate people 
about the issue and take 
enforcement action when 
appropriate

MCC Street Environment 
Management (SEM)

Campaigns Business Pledge 
Team

Licensing

Greater Manchester Police 
(GMP) and Police Community 
Safety Officers (PCSOs)

By March 
2010

Our LAA targets, improved 
satisfaction with the neighbourhood, 
household-waste targets, 
improvement in our JSIG scores.
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Action How we will carry it out
Resources and key 
organisations

When we 
will have 
carried it out What it will achieve

18 Increasing the amount of 
recycling by residents

We will introduce the recycling 
programme throughout the area

Waste and Recycling

MCC Street Environment 
Management (SEM)

Enterprise

By March 
2010

Our LAA targets, improved 
satisfaction with the neighbourhood, 
household-waste targets, 
improvement in our JSIG scores.

19 Looking into options for 
improving safety through 
better traffic management 
in residential areas next to 
the district centre

We will do a traffic study in 
areas covering Delamere Road, 
Crayfield Road and Gordon 
Avenue

MCC Highway Services, MCC 
Street Management, 
neighbourhood and residents’ 
groups, local traders’ 
organisations, GMP

2009 to 2011 We have looked at the options  
and costs.

20 Agreeing on appropriate 
development at the Elbow 
Street and St Mary’s site

The developer has discussed the 
plans with the public and has 
sent in a planning application

Private developer

St Mary’s Church

Manchester City Council 

2009 to 2011 Approval of the planning application 
and the beginning  
of development.
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Action How we are carrying it out
Resources and main 
organisations involved

Date of 
completion What it will achieve

21 Looking into development 
opportunities for a new 
library that will allow it to 
be located with other 
public services

We will work with other 
organisations and private 
partners to look into relocating 
Levenshulme library, including 
the possibility of sharing a site 
with other services

Manchester City Council

Private developers

2010 to 2012 We will find a suitable building with 
other services in the district centre 
and move the library facilities there, 
and improve access to community 
facilities for residents and visitors

22 Attracting new housing 
developments to the centre 
to improve the choice of 
family properties and 
affordable housing

We will promote developments 
at St Mary’s, Elbow Street, 
Levenshulme Inspire, and 
Windsor Road

Private developers 

Great Places 

MCC Planning

2010 to 2012 Better choice of housing facilities in 
the district centre area

23 Promote new shopping 
development in the centre 
of Levenshulme

We will include the new district 
centre boundary in the local 
development framework (LDF)

MCC Planning 

MCC Regeneration

2010 to 2012 The district centre boundaries will  
be set out in the LDF 

24 Prepare plans to develop 
the empty sites we own at 
Chapel Street and Park 
Grove

We will prepare plans for these 
sites based on market research 
to find the most appropriate 
uses for these sites

MCC Regeneration,

MCC Planning,

MCC Corporate Property

2010 to 2012 Detailed development plans that will 
set out clear aims for each site

25 Improve the appearance of 
main entry points to the 
district centre

We will make public area 
improvements and create more 
attractive entrances to the 
district centre area

MCC Regeneration

Local traders and community 
organisations

2010 to 2012 An improvement to the district 
centre, making it more attractive for 
shoppers and visitors

26 Work with retail partners 
and landowners to develop 
larger sites in the centre to 
attract high street 
businesses

We will set aside land in the 
district centre for future retail 
development and allow smaller 
retail units to be converted to 
provide larger, more attractive 
units 

MCC Regeneration

MCC Planning

Private developers 

2010 to 2015 An increase in the number and size of 
new retail units and an increase in the 
amount of commercial floor space

27 Working with GMPTE to 
improve existing east–west 
public transport

We will discuss proposals, 
including a local shuttle service, 
with GMPTE

MCC Regeneration

GMPTE

2010 to 2012 Improved public transport services 
and improved access to the district 
centre

Medium-term goals (2010-2012)
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Action How we are carrying it out
Resources and main 
organisations involved

Date of 
completion What it will achieve

21 Working with partners to 
develop sites we own

We will find appropriate 
partners for development

MCC

Private developers

2013 to 2018 Appropriate development by our 
partners on sites we own.

22 Dealing with land use that 
does not fit in well with 
homes and businesses in 
the same building or next 
door (for example, 
commercial activities such 
as loading and unloading)

We will encourage new 
developments that improve 
neighbourhoods

MCC Planning

MCC Regeneration

2013 and 
onwards

Better-quality residential and 
commercial developments in the 
district-centre area.

Long-term goals (2013 and onwards)
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Since work on the Levenshulme District Centre Plan 
began in spring 2008, economic conditions have 
significantly worsened and the UK economy has 
experienced recession. This will have a serious effect  
on the amount of commercial investment in the 
district centre. 

The economic future of Greater Manchester
This section provides a brief explanation of how  
the main measures of economic success have been 
affected by the recession in Greater Manchester, 
together with predictions about future recovery.

We predict that economic growth in Greater 
Manchester will be significantly affected by the weak 
economic situation, with Gross Value Added (GVA) and 
employment expected to fall over the next two years 
(GVA measures Greater Manchester’s contribution to 
the UK economy). 

Figure 1 shows Gross Value Added in Greater 
Manchester from 1992, with predictions up to 2018.  
It clearly shows the effect of the recession on the 
county. It shows a sharp fall in GVA between 2007 and 
2008, with 2009 also showing a reduction. The 
economy is predicted to shrink by –1% (–£0.43billion) 
before recovery begins. This recovery will only be a 
growth of 0.8% in 2010, when poor economic 
conditions are likely to be widespread. 

The fall in GVA will mean more job losses over the next 
two years, as shown by Figure 2, which shows 
employment growth in Greater Manchester from 1992, 
with predictions up to 2018. Around 37,000 jobs across 
Greater Manchester are predicted to be lost between 
2008 and 2010. The lasting effects of the recession will 
mean that it may be 2014 before employment is higher 
than 2008 levels, although this will be different across 
the area. In the long term the area is likely to see a 
return to strong growth, with employment predicted 
to rise by about 45,000 over the next decade.

Greater Manchester is predicted to have a short, sharp 
‘V-shaped’ recession. This means there will be a significant 
downturn followed by a relatively fast and strong 
recovery. If this trend continues at an average of less than 

3% a year up to 2018, it would mean a total increase in 
GVA of more than £11billion over the next decade. 

Over the next decade, employment is expected to 
increase by over 50,000, with a return to trend 
following the short recession. However, this return to 
growth after 2010 will not be as strong as in the 
previous decade, when high amounts of consumer 
spending meant there was fast growth. 

Economic Summary
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Figure 1: Annual growth of GVA (in %) for  
Greater Manchester, 1992 to 2018
Source: ‘Economic forecasts for Greater Manchester’,  
Association of Greater Manchester Authorities (AGMA) 2009

Figure 2: Greater Manchester employment  
(in millions), 1992 to 2018
Source: ‘Economic forecasts for Greater Manchester’, AGMA 2009
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Effect on the Levenshulme District Centre Plan
Because of the economic recession, it will be harder to 
attract commercial investments in the Levenshulme 
district centre. The recession has severely affected the 
construction industry, meaning projects such as the 
Elbow Street and St Mary’s scheme may be delayed 
because the developers will struggle to find the 
necessary finances. It is also likely that, as recovery 
begins, developers will give priority to the most 
financially practical developments, resulting in  
possible delays.

Plans for other smaller sites are also less likely to be 
carried out unless they can offer large returns for a 
relatively low risk. Because of this, it might be better if 
the plans for the sites we own (such as the plans for 
the former community centre on Chapel Street and the 
land next to the Arcadia Sports Centre, which may be 
appropriate for new housing) are carried out by a 
registered social landlord (RSL) rather than a private 
developer.

Problems in the retail industry, highlighted by a 
number of leading names such as Woolworths, Zavvi, 
Bay Trading and Birthdays going into administration, 
mean that it will be difficult to attract national chains 
to the high street because retailers will be focusing 
more on improving their existing stores than on 
opening new ones. Along with developers being less 
likely to start new buildings and potentially create 
new, more modern shop layouts, this means that it 
will be difficult for us to achieve our goal of improving 
the quality of the shopping area in Levenshulme in the 
short to medium term. The most likely further 
investment in the district centre would be an upgrade 
or redevelopment by Tesco of its existing Metro store 
on Stockport Road.

With commercial development less likely until 
economic conditions improve significantly (which will 
probably be around 2011 to 2012), the parts of the 
District Centre Plan most likely to be carried out are 
those that relate to management and planning issues, 
or those based on public-sector investment. Because of 
this, our resources and those of our public-sector 
partners will become more important in carrying out 
the action plan.

Because of the changing economic conditions we will 
need to review this action plan every year and change 
the times we expect the work to be completed by 
where appropriate.
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The district centres are at the centre of the 
successful neighbourhoods strategy for 
south Manchester. They play a major role  
in making neighbourhoods more desirable, 
encouraging more people to live in and visit 
the area, which supports economic growth. 
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